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ABSTRACT

In the ancient era Indonesia has witnessed Hindwmidated empires and influence of Hinduism was enide
there in Srivijaya - kingdom. The politicization refigion and vote-bank politics made religion imdbnesia an internal
part of politics. Gradually Indonesia became a doynwith a Muslim citizen’s majority but it retaideits secular
pluralistic culture. The politicization of religioand vote-bank politics made religion in Indoneagan integral part of
politics. Although, the policies remained predonmithasecular. All these developments show andatei combination of

religious and politics. The article focuses on itgicate dynamics of the relationship of religiand politics in Indonesia.
KEYWORDS: Paliticization of Religion and Vote-Bank Politi¢®elationship of Religion and Politics
INTRODUCTION

Religion as a boost to the anti-colonial upheapddyed its own card in Southeast Asia. Indonesiaaired no
exception in this regard. Indonesia witnessed timpge of Darul Islam revolt in West Java and ragphe conditions to
break the colonial yoke of the Dutch rule. Indoadsia country populated with 86.1per cent Musbini?% protestant, 3%
Roman (Catholic), 1.8% Hindu, and 3.4 unspecifiedis shows that the followers of Islam are the migjareligious
community. In a country which is holding the majprof the Muslim population, the role of religion the political arena
would surely be a dynamic and challenging issuexamine. Moreover, in a situation of continuousdi@mmentalistic and
violent tendencies Indonesia is shaping its pdalitactivities in a unique manner. It is, therefarecessary to examine the
linkages between religion and politics with spec@érence to Indonesia. With this focus in miredanalyze the religious
spree in Indonesian Politics, this article is déddinto three parts; firstly, it provides a briaftline of the historical
background of the religious element in Indonesjadtitics. Secondly, it elaborates the current sdenaf religion and

politics. Thirdly, it deals with religious extremisand politics.

The ancient history of the Indonesian archipelageeals that the earliest recognized kingdom, knawriJava
Dwipa” was the Hindu Kingdom. The rule of Hindu eznprs was marked symbolic for the Javanese citiimaThe two
biggest Indianized Hindu-kingdoms were Srivijayal Afajapahit. From the"7to14th centuries, Buddhist empires started
growing gradually, but the Indonesian state-crafs\wredominantly Indian and Hindu by culture amgafs. It means that
Hinduism as a religion ruled over the archipelagbe ancient administration associated its religibaebef through the
faith of the rulers the emperdrdt was during the '8 Century, Hinduism had spread through Java. It after one
thousand years, Islam arose in the land, but thangse population never gave up their ancientioslig. spiritual

mysticism which was inclined towards cosmology. Bmhropological analysis says that Indonesiamgicelis behaviour
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was mystique and animistic. Van der Kroef writegt ttindonesian culture is animistic and part of daganese cosmology
in which man is surrounded by spirits and deitegsparitions and mysterious supernatural forcemdénesia does not
take the proper precautions they may be disturlyethése forces and plunge into disastehfter the advent of Islam in
Indonesia, the country embraced to the softer erref Islam and it had gone through the procesaupé of Ishmaili
Shi'ah. The Sufi brotherhoods (tarekats) of the Stders of Nagshabandiyya, Qadiriyya and Shatyariyere formed and
spread slowly in the archipelago. The entire paputawas influenced by this Islamic process. Theadase culture
provided a unique combination of Hindu and Islaaditions. The Muslims of the land was supposettéate a moderate
religious path like “Islam Abangan” or “Islam Kejaw”. So historical and anthropological dynamics sugdkat
Indonesian population was synergetic and their eptscof tolerance were very much prevalent. Ththdal background
shows that ultimately religious synthesis is suralkey element in ancient politics and popular etycindonesia has
witnessed the development of societal relationsuilin the syncretistic religious attitudes and peast In this historical

backdrop, it becomes important to examine the tietween.

This point of the article deals with the synthedfidiberal and communitarian trends, internal pcditand Party

dynamics and the External Politics and foreigngoli

According to communitarian philosophy, the centyabf the individual in the liberal theoretical peation of
“good” is essentially a denial of “individuals enalaled in society”. Currently, Indonesian state aaolitips are mingling
with a combination of liberal trends along with aoomitarian philosophy. Despite the strong secutditipal tutelage of
leader Sukarno era, Jakarta Charter maintaineghaordoted the utilitarian purpose of Islam for thety of the nation. In
the “Jakarta Charter” or “Piagam Jakarta” the notid unity was attributed to Islamic values and rf&kaws, although at
the initial stage, Charter tried to advocate thenhéc beliefs and laws the Pancasila enshrineiénGonstitution remained
the national ideology. The Indonesian state is dbame the belief in the one supreme God with thdgakibn to live
according to Islamic Law for Muslims. So from thedtter, it is clear that Islamic law is importantebelief in one god is
necessary for the “unity in diversity”. The Statstshown complex dynamics and mixture of liberal aammunitarian
trends. The Charter basically emphasizes the conguod for “socially embedded” individuals to maintaational unity
but it is supposed to be done through the onerfebe @livine power and uniform standard laws base&haria but were
gradually dropped in Suharto’s reign. As a resutonesia withessed words like oneness, divirendgrd laws, the
“formalist upsurge” in the Suharto era. SlammeteBffi Yusuf, s senior Golkar-party leader utteredt tthe Islamic
community should keep on fighting over the omissamd oppose itto Pancasila so that the damageetdvilislim

community is restoréd

The Indonesian political scenario is fashionedtbyomplex party system. Broadly speaking, Indarepblitical
parties are of two kinds: Secular parties and Iglgrarties. Indonesian politics went through thegeiss of decolonization
in which secularism optimized the process of nabailding. These two segments of political partesslisted below are

playing the political games through the differegitgious junctures. The Secular and Islamic pagdiesas following:

Secular

» Democratic Party (Partai Demokrat), ruling partgichd by President Yudhoyono

» Golkar (Party of the Functional Groups), a largeyps known for neoliberal economic policies
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» PDI-P (Indonesian Democratic Party-Struggle), gdgvarty known for populist policies

e Gerindra (Great Indonesia Movement Party), stromglyonalist party led by former lieutenant genéhabowo
* Hanura (People’s Conscience Party), strongly natistparty led by retired general Wiranto

» PKPI (Indonesian Justice and Unity Party), a sieity affiliated with the armed forces

* NasDem (Nasional Demokrat), a new party that ggled off from Golkar

Islamic

e PKS (Prosperous Justice Party), pragmatic party satially conservative policies

* PAN (National Mandate Party), moderate party witlatively progressive policies
 PPP (United Development Party), traditional parihwocially conservative policies
» PKB (National Awakening Party), rural-based parithwnainly moderate policies

* PBB (Crescent Star Party), a small party with coregése policies.

A focused study on these political parties can jg®wa true picture. Democratic Party as a rulingypplays an
important role. This party is a nationalist certparty mainly having urban supporters. This patigws that their motto is
development and they believe in cultural and pmltpluralism. Mainly Yudhonyo as a leader of tlaetp tried to make it
corruption free. Despite the great victory in 20@%he 2014 election, it could not win in the Farient but maintained its
position among the top five ones. Its secular nestinade it sustain its position. Golkar party hiae achieved its
position on the secular ground liberal agenda amth@mic development. It had played an importarg sihce Suharto’s

New Order started. PDI-P is also based on secuotarational politics. It opposed fuel hikes in 20 2013.

Among the Islamic parties, PKS is the major onecilsupported the implementation of sharia and theg to
woo the population on the basis of religion. Theyé both the urban-educated intellectual suppodads the rural-
Muslims since they skillfully utilize the religiousentiment of the people. PAN is a moderate Islapaity based on
Muhammadiyah movement. It is the modernist of Irelia’'s two largest and oldest Muslim organizatimse of them
being Nahdlatul Ulama). This party sponsored Ciarstandidates too. Basically, for the politicaédethis party avoided
the stricter version of secular-Islamic dichotommyddabeled themselves as a nationalist-populistypaased on the
ideology of Pancasifa

Indonesia has shown a peculiar strand of interobfigs. At the one hand, scholars can argue |sach religion
became a non-factor in the Politics since the wotdrindonesia shied away from religiosity whilesttiag vote, on the
other hand, it remained clear that many decisiongislature reflect the religious endowments.ubecleaders avoid
opposing controversial religious regulations evartips like Golkar and PD try to accommodate pgaigtiments of Islam
within their party structure. No one can deny thet that support for Islamic parties has been endécline but secular
parties gradually drifted from their secular agendad showed sensitivity towards religious matsénse sentiments of
the voters should not be hirDespite a secular political environment, it isdewt that local norms and authorities are
predominantly guided by the Islamic laws. Moreowwrerlapping factors among the Islamic and Nonrhitaparties can

be located. For example, many Islamic parties opgpamte-buying like secular parties, and many sequérties carried
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on the vote-buying on the plea of charity. Basigcalslamic parties tried to accommodate seculaecbjes to make a
popular base and secular parties tried to woodhgi@us sentiment for survival. So religion rengina sensitive point in
politics and it became a politicized facfbrsTo be very specific, this trend is not uniqudridonesia. Commercialization
and politicization of religious sentiments are vepgmmon in the Third World. Like Indonesian paigj Indian politics
are also engulfed in religious sentiments. Evenrtiost dynamic political and apparently secular iparaind political
personalities try to woo the sentiment of any patér religious community to overflow the vote-baniurely Indonesia
witnessed the same dilemma of morality in caseadfypolitics.

Under the leadership of Sukarno, Indonesia chosecalar path for external relation as a newborionaft
basically prioritized nation-building and nationaterest. In Sukarno’s period “Guided Democracysibally focused on
economic development. Indonesia chose practicpéith for its foreign policy options. Malaysia wadaislim majority
state but for national interest, Indonesia hadriake “crash Malaysia” policy. But to deal with Chia supremacy they
ended their antagonism. It has been very clear Itigdnesia’s external relations are guided by secolotives. As a
member of ASEAN, Indonesia play’s its regional rtlas surpass the religious beliefs. Moreover rirettonal terrorism
and continuous attack in Indonesia made the Indandsaders much more pragmatic and secular ingthgdheir foreign
policies. Indonesia started its foreign relatiorithwhe somewhat anti-western approach but fronSthiearto era, it started
drifting from it. So it is the economic and poldlmeed that made Indonesia a pro-western andgmaas state. Indonesia
was even enthusiastic about pro-west liberal tsydtem through the ASEAN economic community. Westefluence

increased gradually, & internal politics and ecoidecisions were not isolated from this.

Indonesia was still the hotspot of regional ethoonflicts. The ache was one of the main hotspotshef
communal violence has been, in the northeast pcevof Sumatra. Before the Dutch colonization, ABelr-Al-Salam
was an independent entity and after the indepemdeéukarno promised them to let them function \&itkonomy for the
region and rule by the Sharia law. From 1953 rédoelbtarted on the basis of religion against Jakarhe greatest
consequence of this Darul Islam Movement was maligifanatism. During the Suharto era, serious thirean the
religious extremists striked political stabilityy 1976 under the leadership of Hasan di Tiro, Aesh Movement (GAM)
started officially. In 1998 onwards, the post-refoera, Habibie and Wahid advocated decentralizaiioorder to
accommodate Acehnese demands thus reducing theedefjconfrontation. Wabhid administration basicaimbarked on
peace talks with GAM in1999 and the peace accosisigned in Geneva in December 2002. But after @ alggotiations
in May 2003, this agreement ended in futility. A8 as Megawati Sukarnoputri takes up the offibe,administration
responded with a military campaign which added figelthe ethnic strife. General E.Sutarto launchetiSecurity
Restoration Operation” aimed at “destroying the GAdvices down to their roots”. General Sutarto dbfuaanted his
men to kill the GAM rebels, who were actively engdgn extremism. In 2005 further negotiations cadel. In that year
limited autonomy to the Aceh region was grantedevititing Aceh to retain 70% of oil and water raue in the region on
the condition of demobilization and demilitarizatiof GAM activists. But again it ended in negato@nsequences and
distrust between the parties. In nutshell, it canelipressed that in the post-reform era, the fofcgaining political
stability in Indonesia had been disfigured by cmmbius ethnic clashes. Indonesia remained a graameitlinic conflicts

and military repressions. During the globalizatp@riod, the world withessed lethality of religioegremism.

In the Post-9/11 time span, Indonesia suffered eétere terrorist activities. The rise of Abu-Sdywmeatened

the political stability of Indonesian Archipelagimdonesia had endured a complex combination ofietplurality and
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developmental gaps and was not only a place ofetitigious clashes. Religious extremism attacts georsened when
economic marginalization followed by globalizatitakes it's tall. According to Lily Rahim, the rebehs started by the
Muslim community are more pronounced in the lesgetiped regions. Which failed nation-building ardts building
process in terms of economy anddamaged the polgtaility? Despite Aceh is a resource-rich regiith oil, sugar,
chocolate, palm oil, natural gas it is still noti@ént in improving its place on Human Poverty éxd This region showed
poor economic development which indeed createchsinament of deprivation and frustratfoiThe government ensured
pro-activeness in eliminating terrorist activitiddter the 2002 Bali attacks, the government forrfiedtachment88” for
preventing the growth of extremism. Detachment88rity was to rehabilitated terrorists. It was ISt&t was a growing
concern in Indonesia because it was strengthetsnigaise over there. According to Gunaratna, therer@re than 3000
pro-ISIS media sites working in the Southeast Asiagion, 70% of those are from Indonesia. It woble an
overstatement to say that the Aceh region is prafjiag Islamic extremism. But Indonesia very quicjdined the hands
with major powers like the USA in combating terson. Moreover, Indonesia has been playing a vital iro preventing

terrorism as a member of ASEAN

CONCLUSIONS

Indonesia is facing severe religious extremism faspnt scenario also. Rather we must say that
Indonesian archipelago suffered from religious faiem along with Southeast Asia, since decolomratThe ethnic
clashes reduced the political stability in entimut®ieast Asia. In other words, it can be said ithatis an evil by-product
of colonization. Colonial exploitation derogatede tlsocio-economic balance of Indonesia and Acehoregihich
ultimately fire the communal violence. Sometime®rammic frustration found its way through terrorisiMilitary
repression is not the solution to the extremisnolitifal erosion can be prevented by socio-econodggelopment,
secularist attitude of internal and external paditindonesia’s voters were balanced and took ithgnpatic decision over
the stigmatized religious sentiments. Education secllarist political culture should also be stitbrged. In the early
stages only, Indonesia realized the necessity @y ior combating terrorism and religious extremisiheir continuous
efforts were visible to stabilize their politicatuations. To fight terrorism, Indonesia had calfeckign countries to be a
part of their Bali process in post-Brussels polfoymation. The forum involved 47 countries and éhiaternational
organizations-the International Organization of Migpn, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees drelWN Office on
Drugs and Crime. During the second day of the eiredusa Dua at Bali, Foreign Minister Retno LP Blati said, that
“We strongly condemn terrorist acts and therefotts lenite to step up against terrotis, Despite political clashes and
ethnic divisions, Indonesia took hard-line agamdigious extremism. And these efforts were notyanilitary measures
but also political in terms of foreign relationsidbnesian Embassy took very positive measuresutttiffy political
linkages for enabling trust-building thus for thaification to combat terrorism. Indonesian Emba&syBrussels
established hotline communication between the tauntries. They contacted and coordinated with dlcallpeople and it
shows Indonesia’s positive gesture in playing aomegle in world politics. So we can surely artate that Indonesia’s
religion-centric politics made it a key player irofhd politics. The Bali process has also taken dherissue of drug
trafficking and allied menace which can flare up fhinding for the extremistBoliticization of religion must be put to an
end to eradicate the instability not only insideldnesia but also throughout the region. Indonega®uliar Islamic-
secular dichotomy made the country uniqgue amongyn®outheast Asian countries. But the economic aofl¢he

religious problems cannot be denied. Mindanao awdhAare the best evidence of the positive coroelalietween
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economic marginalization and religious extremisro. fihd out the further solution a pragmatic policyolving proper

nation-building process is necessary. Since Indangsowed some positive signs of secularist vobebaviour, there
must be a ray of hope. Moreover, local people shbel aware of the malicious impact of fundamerttéléhaviour and
educating them can actually help to prevent theeexist thoughts. Adequate food, shelter, and enmpéyt can change

the scenario for sure. And for all these Indonesieds is sheer patience and time to change the tabl
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